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Images of the Gene Kangas public art sculpture "Terminal,'' installed at the Lausche State Office
Building in Cleveland. The future of the work, which needs extensive maintenance, is uncertain.

Dispute over repairs needed by state-owned sculpture in downtown Clev... https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/11/dispute-over-repairs-needed-by...

1 of 11 11/9/21, 6:44 AM

https://www.cleveland.com/digitalsubscription/topic/?utm_campaign=big_j_dcr2020&utm_source=Onsite&utm_medium=blue_bar&utm_content=ACQ-ADH0-2034o
https://www.cleveland.com/digitalsubscription/topic/?utm_campaign=big_j_dcr2020&utm_source=Onsite&utm_medium=blue_bar&utm_content=ACQ-ADH0-2034o
https://www.cleveland.com/news
https://www.cleveland.com/news
https://www.cleveland.com/
https://www.cleveland.com/


By Steven Litt, cleveland.com

CLEVELAND, Ohio — A public art sculpture by Cleveland artist Gene Kangas, designed

to function as a bus waiting area at the rear entrance to the Frank J. Lausche State

Office Building, has been a fixture in Cleveland’s urban landscape since it was installed

in 1979.

But the future of the artwork, located at the southeast corner of the intersection of

Superior Avenue and Huron Road downtown, is now in question because of the rising

cost of repairing it after years of deferred maintenance.

A dispute between the artist and the state over the sculpture’s fate raises a bigger

issue: How should public agencies that collect art through percent-for-art programs or

other types of funding care for the art as it ages?

In the case of the Kangas, deferred maintenance has led to rust and pitted surfaces on
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screen with folksy silhouettes of a man and woman waiting for a bus, plus curving

spaghetti tubes of steel painted light green.

In 2019, the nonprofit ICA Art Conservation in Cleveland offered the Ohio Department

of Administrative Services, which manages state properties, an informal estimate of

$50,000 for repairing the sculpture. This year, ICA offered the state a series of

options, the highest of which would cost $120,000.

McKay Lodge, a for-profit art conservation company in Oberlin, estimated the repairs

would cost $80,000, an amount equivalent in inflated dollars to the $20,000 the state

paid Kangas for the artwork in 1979.

Kangas, for his part, said he’s spoken to contractors willing to do the work for under

$10,000, but that he can’t get a meeting with state officials.

The Department of Administrative Services hasn’t budgeted anything for repairing the

artwork, agency spokeswoman Melissa Vince said in emails and an interview. Instead,

it’s considering “relocation’' of the sculpture to some other unspecified site.

First, however, the state has offered the artwork back to the artist, a retired Cleveland

State University professor emeritus of art. But Kangas doesn’t want it.

“That’s not in the contract,’’ Kangas, a Painesville resident, said Thursday morning.

“They have to protect and preserve it by giving it somebody like the Cleveland

Museum of Art or some other organization.’’

Vince said in her email that the state has, therefore, “started to contact other arts-

related foundations to gauge their interest in obtaining the piece for preservation,’’ but

didn’t elaborate.

Kangas, who has exchanged numerous emails with state officials over the condition of

his artwork, is nonplussed.

“For years, I’ve been trying to talk to them about some of the issues here,’’ he said.

The state’s answers amount to “just baloney,’’ he said.

The fracas over the sculpture highlights how the costs involved in maintaining public

art can rise over time, a problem that could grow across Cleveland and around the

state.

In 1990, Ohio launched a percent-for-art program, under which projects for new or

renovated buildings with budgets over $4 million require 1% of the total appropriation
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eligible projects to pay for public art installations. As of 2019, according to city

officials, the program had funded works by 40 artists in 10 of the city’s 17 wards.

The nonprofit Sculpture Center in Cleveland, which holds exhibitions and conducts

programs to support artists, maintains an online registry of some 1,500 works of

outdoor art across Ohio on its website.

The list, called Ohio Outdoor Sculpture, grew out of a national project launched by the

Smithsonian Institution in the 1990s to document public sculpture.

Data on the website, compiled by volunteers, do not include detailed reports of the

condition of outdoor art.

Deferring maintenance for public art can increase the cost of repairs over years of

exposure to the elements, at which point the owner — the state, in the case of the

Kangas sculpture — may consider offloading an artwork rather than ponying up for

conservation.

“It’s never sexy to try to find additional dollars for something that has already been

created,’’ said Greg Peckham, executive director of the nonprofit LAND Studio in

Cleveland, which manages public art and urban design projects for public and private

clients.

LAND Studio routinely considers the cost of maintenance as it plans new projects.

“One of the critical things we have to ask ourselves as we produce more work is

whether there is the capability to take care of it,’’ Peckham said. “We don’t want to

create something now that would become a blemish for a neighborhood or a discredit

to an artist in the future.”

In recent years, several high-profile works of public art owned by the city and the state

in Cleveland have received excellent care. In 2014, for example, ICA Art Conservation

repaired the Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen “Free Stamp” sculpture at

Willard Park, a $96,000 project funded by BP America.

ICA has also recently restored the Lenore Tawney “Cloud Series VI’' textile art

installation in the lobby of the Lausche building, and the ceiling of the King Sculpture

Court at the Allen Memorial Art Museum.
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them,’’ Barrie said. “We wouldn’t do it without working in concert with the artist. On a

living campus, we need to have the flexibility of moving things around.”

When necessary, however, the Putnam Collection invests heavily in repairs. It recently

performed an extensive restoration on architect Philip Johnson’s “Turning Point’'

sculptures, reinstalled at East Bell Park, just off East Boulevard opposite the Cleveland

Museum of Art.

LAND Studio is also moving more towards emphasizing temporary installations.

Examples include the annual rotating exhibits of outdoor art at the Cleveland Public

Library’s Eastman Reading Garden, such as a new display of Cleveland artist Darius

Steward’s sculptures of his children, installed in August.

At other times, however, LAND Studio has invested heavily in maintenance. It raised

$50,000 recently to restore “Life is Sharing the Same Park Bench,’’ a 1969 mural by

artist John Francis Morell on the north side of the Superior Building at Rockwell

Avenue and East 9th Street in downtown Cleveland.

Looming issues for public art downtown include the fate of works at the Cuyahoga

County Justice Center, a building that could be replaced.

Major works at the Justice Center include Isamu Noguchi’s 36-foot-tall “Portal,’’ a

giant assembly of black steel tubes; an abstraction by sculptor Richard Hunt; and the

George Segal sculpture “Three people on Four Benches.” All three artists are

considered major figures in modern American art.

Kangas, whose reputation is centered primarily to Cleveland and Ohio, is represented

by outdoor works at CWRU, including “Snow Fence,’’ 1984, and by his “Hart Crane

Memorial’' at Hart Crane Park along the Cuyahoga River at Columbus Road in the

Flats, made in 1989-95.

Barrie praised the Kangas at the Lausche building as a blend of abstraction and folksy

figuration that makes sense in Ohio because “we are both rural and industrial and

urban.’’

She called the sculpture, “a nice lighthearted moment as you enter a state building,
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Lyndhurst priest resigns after investigation found he skinny-dipped
with two adults he knew from a seminary, diocese says
At no point was there any type of sexual conduct involving Father James Cosgrove, 
according to the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland.
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Cleveland radio talk-show host Mike Trivisonno dies
Longtime Cleveland radio talk-show host Mike Trivisonno has died, sources have confirmed.
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Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of
maintaining public art
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Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of maintaining public art
1 / 10

Images of the Gene Kangas public art sculpture "Terminal,'' installed at the Lausche State Office
Building in Cleveland. The future of the work, which needs extensive maintenance, is uncertain.

Dispute over repairs needed by state-owned sculpture in downtown Clev... https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/11/dispute-over-repairs-needed-by...
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Bay Village boy breaks BMX world record, just 6 years old
Huck Kurinsky of Bay Village breaks the world record for landing a backflip at six-years-old.
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Here Are The 27 Coolest Gifts For 2021
Shop Now

The New Yorker | Sponsored
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Love Life Season 2
Season 2 is now streaming on HBO Max.

Insane Black Friday TV Sales Happening Now
Shop Now
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I’m with Ted Diadiun in saying farewell to Cleveland baseball
Changing the Indians name to “Cleveland Baseball Club” should have been the answer, 
writes longtime Tribe fan Richard Gerba, of Smyrna, Tennessee, in a letter to the editor.

CLEVELAND.COM

Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of
maintaining public art

Steven Litt, cleveland.com

Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of maintaining public art
1 / 10

Images of the Gene Kangas public art sculpture "Terminal,'' installed at the Lausche State Office
Building in Cleveland. The future of the work, which needs extensive maintenance, is uncertain.

Dispute over repairs needed by state-owned sculpture in downtown Clev... https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/11/dispute-over-repairs-needed-by...
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The customer review and consumer news site looked at fresh data from the FBI and the 
U.S. Census Bureau to rank the safest states in the nation.
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Here Are 23 of the Coolest Gifts for This 2021
23 Insanely Cool Gadgets You'll Regret Not Getting Before They Sell Out   

Click Here
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Finally, a Walk-In Tub Is Affordable For Seniors. What Are You Waiting For?
You will be surprised how affordably seniors can get it

Learn More

Tired of Sorting Pills?
Forget your pill box with this best-in-class medication management service.

Woman assaulted in bar after asking rude patron to be ‘more polite:’
Seven Hills Police Blotter

CLEVELAND.COM

Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of
maintaining public art

Steven Litt, cleveland.com

Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of maintaining public art
1 / 10

Images of the Gene Kangas public art sculpture "Terminal,'' installed at the Lausche State Office
Building in Cleveland. The future of the work, which needs extensive maintenance, is uncertain.

Dispute over repairs needed by state-owned sculpture in downtown Clev... https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/11/dispute-over-repairs-needed-by...
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Cleveland lost another radio legend Thursday with the passing of Mike Trivisonno at age 74.   
The WTAM 1100 talk show host was known for being a firebrand and his charitable giving,…
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See How You Can Invest in The Salmon Cannon
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The Browns are in trouble, but how much trouble? – Terry’s Pluto’s
Monday Scribbles
Once upon a time, the Browns were 3-1 and in great shape for the playoffs. That feels like a 
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Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of
maintaining public art

Steven Litt, cleveland.com

Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of maintaining public art
1 / 10

Images of the Gene Kangas public art sculpture "Terminal,'' installed at the Lausche State Office
Building in Cleveland. The future of the work, which needs extensive maintenance, is uncertain.

Dispute over repairs needed by state-owned sculpture in downtown Clev... https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/11/dispute-over-repairs-needed-by...
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Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of
maintaining public art

Steven Litt, cleveland.com

Dispute over fate of Cleveland sculpture highlights cost of maintaining public art
1 / 10

Images of the Gene Kangas public art sculpture "Terminal,'' installed at the Lausche State Office
Building in Cleveland. The future of the work, which needs extensive maintenance, is uncertain.

Dispute over repairs needed by state-owned sculpture in downtown Clev... https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/11/dispute-over-repairs-needed-by...
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