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What do all those new murals around Stevens Point
mean? For the artists, the work ampli�es voices and
celebrates women

A mural of the late Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is seen on Thursday, October 14, 2021,
at Specialized Computer Systems in Stevens Point, Wis. Tork Mason/USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin
TORK MASON, USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

MELISSA SIEGLER  | STEVENS POINT JOURNAL | 

   

19 hours ago

https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed/?link=https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/life/2021/10/25/stevens-point-murals-public-art-celebrates-women-amplifies-voices/5900909001/&name=What%20do%20all%20those%20new%20murals%20around%20Stevens%20Point%20mean?%20For%20the%20artists,%20the%20work%20amplifies%20voices%20and%20celebrates%20women&app_id=116784471723374
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=What%20do%20all%20those%20new%20murals%20around%20Stevens%20Point%20mean?%20For%20the%20artists,%20the%20work%20amplifies%20voices%20and%20celebrates%20women%20https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/life/2021/10/25/stevens-point-murals-public-art-celebrates-women-amplifies-voices/5900909001/%20via%20%40StevensPointJRL
mailto:?subject=Stevens%20Point%20Journal:%20What%20do%20all%20those%20new%20murals%20around%20Stevens%20Point%20mean?%20For%20the%20artists,%20the%20work%20amplifies%20voices%20and%20celebrates%20women&body=From%20Stevens%20Point%20Journal:%20%0D%0A%20What%20do%20all%20those%20new%20murals%20around%20Stevens%20Point%20mean?%20For%20the%20artists,%20the%20work%20amplifies%20voices%20and%20celebrates%20women%20%0D%0A%20Public%20art%20has%20long%20been%20part%20of%20Stevens%20Point%27s%20charm,%20but%20new%20murals%20around%20the%20city%20are%20garnering%20attention%20and%20making%20statements.%20%0D%0A%0D%0A%20https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/life/2021/10/25/stevens-point-murals-public-art-celebrates-women-amplifies-voices/5900909001/


10/26/21, 8:16 AM Stevens Point murals: Public art celebrates women, amplifies voices

https://amp.stevenspointjournal.com/amp/5900909001 2/16

STEVENS POINT – Taking in the mural, your eyes might �rst stop on the brightly colored

shapes in the background and the immense, stoic pro�le of the late Supreme Court Justice

Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

But as your gaze lingers, you begin to notice the smaller intricacies and symbols in the mural.

The crown on Ginsburg's head, the words emblazoned on her collar, the smaller painted

scene o� to the side.

The mural, painted by Stevens Point artist Jessie Fritsch, is nestled between Mid-State

Technical College and Sunset Point Winery in downtown Stevens Point. It's one of many

murals that have gone up within the last year, each with its own imagery and deeper meaning

hiding within the bigger scene. 

Murals have decorated walls throughout Stevens Point for decades. Well-known pieces, such

as the downtown "Rivermen" mural, which was painted in 2004 and depicts the early days

of logging in Stevens Point, and the "Market Square" mural, which was painted in 2006 and

shows what common activity would have been like on the square in the early 1900s, have

become a part of the the city's charm.
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Thirteen new murals throughout Stevens Point, Rosholt, Junction City, Almond and

Amherst were brought to life recently through CREATE Portage County's Paint the County!

program. Their aim is similar to the Works Progress Administration's New Deal

programming started by the U.S. government during the Great Depression. Artists were

tasked with creating work that captured what it was like to live during that moment in time.

Greg Wright, executive director of CREATE, said the group paid about $5,000 per mural,

although some projects varied based on their size. In all, they contracted with artists for over

$85,000. The money came from the Wisconsin Economic Development Corp., Arts

Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Arts Boards, Arts Midwest, Women's Su�rage Centennial

Commission and individual donors.

The mural program evolved from a way to support artists during a pandemic in which their

occupation was one of the hardest hit, to also celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 19th

Amendment guaranteeing women the right to vote and amplifying underrepresented voices

in the community.
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"With this project, it really was important to us to celebrate the diversity that is already in

Portage County and share people and perspectives that are not visible in public art," Wright

said. "Ideally, anybody growing up in Portage County can see themselves and feel

represented."

RELATED: Stevens Point's population declined through the 2010s and grew more diverse

as Portage County stagnates

Celebrating women, diversity through art
To celebrate the 19th Amendment, eight of the new murals feature quotes from women who

come from marginalized backgrounds. Organizers chose the women and the quotes that

would be featured and then put out a call for artists to submit designs earlier this year.

Fritsch, 40, was commissioned to paint the mural of Ginsburg. Fritsch has built a career on

creating paintings in encaustic, a beeswax-based paint, but this is the �rst time she's led the

charge on a public mural.

Set against a background of colorful blocks is a pro�le portrait of Ginsburg, who died last

year a�er 27 years on the Supreme Court. Her famous words "Women belong in all places

where decisions are being made" are painted within her lace collar, which was a famously

symbolic part of her o�cial wardrobe.

https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/news/local/2021/08/13/census-stevens-points-population-declined-portage-county-stagnates/5519049001/
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Artist Jessie Fritsch poses for a portrait in front of her mural of the late Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg on Friday, October 8, 2021, in downtown Stevens Point, Wis. Tork Mason/USA TODAY
NETWORK-Wisconsin
TORK MASON, USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN
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A crown, shaped like a crowd of protesters to reference the women's rights marches that have

taken place throughout the country, sits on her head. The crown itself is a reference to the

popular comparisons made between late rapper The Notorious B.I.G. and Ginsburg, who

earned the nickname "The Notorious RBG."

As a way to honor the 19th Amendment itself, the mural also includes a quote from Alice

Paul, one of the main leaders in the �ght to allow women to vote. The quote says, "I always

feel the movement is a sort of mosaic. Each of us puts in one little stone ..."

Surrounding the quote are multi-colored stones and the names of 101 in�uential women, one

for each year since the amendment was rati�ed. Though 2020 was the 100th anniversary of

the 19th Amendment, an additional name was added for 2021 since that's when the mural

was completed.

Fritsch said that in addition to a few women who were mentors to her, names also include

women from across the U.S. and Portage County. She plans to add a new name each year.

At Point Market & Vietnamese Restaurant, a mural by St. Paul-based artist Xee Reiter

decorates the side of the Church Street building. A quote by Kao Kalia Yang reads, "Lasting

change cannot be forced, only inspired." Yang is a Hmong-American writer who has written

memoirs and children's books, one of which features Reiter's illustrations.

For murals like Reiter's that feature cultural messages, Wright said CREATE worked with

locals in those communities to identify artists whom they wanted to participate. Organizers

advertised the opportunity through art partners across the U.S. to make sure artists knew

about the program.
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A mural by Xee Reiter is seen on Thursday, October 14, 2021, at Point Market in Stevens Point, Wis. The
mural features a quote from Hmong-American writer Kao Kalia Yang. Tork Mason/USA TODAY
NETWORK-Wisconsin
TORK MASON, USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Reiter, 37, a �rst-generation Hmong American, said that while public art is common in

communities, it doesn't always re�ect the people who live there. When CREATE reached out

to her to submit designs, she said she felt a sense of pride.

Once she knew that Yang would be the featured woman for the market site, Reiter knew that

was the mural she wanted to create.



10/26/21, 8:16 AM Stevens Point murals: Public art celebrates women, amplifies voices

https://amp.stevenspointjournal.com/amp/5900909001 8/16

Reiter said she wanted to depict the story of Hmong people in the mural. Along with Yang's

quote, it features Hmong families. She noted that the people in the mural are facing the same

direction, but you don't know if they're coming or going.

"No matter where they are, where the Hmong people have ended up, that’s where we call

home," Reiter said.

She dedicated the mural to the Hmong families of Portage County.

Erin LaBonte, 38, painted the mural on the side of Falcon One Stop in Amherst. The mural

features a quote from Pakistani activist Malala Yousafzai, who is known for �ghting for the

rights of young girls in the Middle East to receive an education. Yousafzai became the

youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize at age 17.

LaBonte, a University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point graduate, is an assistant lecturer at the

UW-Green Bay campus in Sheboygan and owns an art studio in Algoma named Yonder.

Beds & Mattresses OPEN

Sleep Number Beds

Ad

Arthrozene OPEN

Why The Couch Kills Your Knees

Ad

http://www.erinlabonte.com/
https://malala.org/malalas-story
https://malala.org/malalas-story
https://www.yonderartland.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6oeYjv93YcrpNoe1BNqXpZgJnui4gmauh9_YlQ7d2R4QASDS7LsNYMn--4mYpKQToAHp_fXPA8gBBuACAKgDAcgDSqoE7wJP0NGo2gLeBnr01ZAOEUn8ODCIPNpFV0ht0_iJEtQ-X_848FvxtZA8f_7qcvg9D-IY-9dpV7i21rhRXizn25QILYqjma-z-ctxMM0JElkqFUjKaVWx-XhBqV-z-Hfh9qOD9UcnfXrPhEc4iKLnhRE3pQyUwIbefWJXR5rrPxu2K-ePfw7DpEhLilA-6nu26vltPlGNYaXrTvYQ3iajKQv1exl_0O4Y8d91vznxNPovILd6E4KGr5ac4L8g3U3R0jVslDjdxHnHLG35URflJO8k6_t5Tqe46fICOmYYfwekjzIWTUly3du2UqvQFD8Gf8fmC9Jo4FMFVLX2ppaCE8QIEzHaV97csedN4VmfN62eKgFL0hpUlQnhSnKxjeaSm3jME-PnH_5AQ7CiEQkImXV5kv0xq-SCCB9T5pvb8tbxcj7RPHLyNHxtiWp9IZuwNqEzti8syO5rAoqdbEAffm-IM72cpvnys3dJ5-gymcHIwAT16tzwxgPgBAGgBjeAB4D5mq8BqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCTXWIk_XSOS2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQC0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoLgTt3YjUSnqFNeIFjvHnqQ&sig=AOD64_2yAbUCQKM0XjAzQAuFNL1GqzDgkg&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=19&adurl=https://searchfavorites.net/index.php%3Frgid%3D136570%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIyuiIupTo8wIVhxoBCh3aSwmTEAEYASAAEgLV9vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6oeYjv93YcrpNoe1BNqXpZgJnui4gmauh9_YlQ7d2R4QASDS7LsNYMn--4mYpKQToAHp_fXPA8gBBuACAKgDAcgDSqoE7wJP0NGo2gLeBnr01ZAOEUn8ODCIPNpFV0ht0_iJEtQ-X_848FvxtZA8f_7qcvg9D-IY-9dpV7i21rhRXizn25QILYqjma-z-ctxMM0JElkqFUjKaVWx-XhBqV-z-Hfh9qOD9UcnfXrPhEc4iKLnhRE3pQyUwIbefWJXR5rrPxu2K-ePfw7DpEhLilA-6nu26vltPlGNYaXrTvYQ3iajKQv1exl_0O4Y8d91vznxNPovILd6E4KGr5ac4L8g3U3R0jVslDjdxHnHLG35URflJO8k6_t5Tqe46fICOmYYfwekjzIWTUly3du2UqvQFD8Gf8fmC9Jo4FMFVLX2ppaCE8QIEzHaV97csedN4VmfN62eKgFL0hpUlQnhSnKxjeaSm3jME-PnH_5AQ7CiEQkImXV5kv0xq-SCCB9T5pvb8tbxcj7RPHLyNHxtiWp9IZuwNqEzti8syO5rAoqdbEAffm-IM72cpvnys3dJ5-gymcHIwAT16tzwxgPgBAGgBjeAB4D5mq8BqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCTXWIk_XSOS2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQC0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoLgTt3YjUSnqFNeIFjvHnqQ&sig=AOD64_2yAbUCQKM0XjAzQAuFNL1GqzDgkg&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=1&adurl=https://searchfavorites.net/index.php%3Frgid%3D136570%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIyuiIupTo8wIVhxoBCh3aSwmTEAEYASAAEgLV9vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6oeYjv93YcrpNoe1BNqXpZgJnui4gmauh9_YlQ7d2R4QASDS7LsNYMn--4mYpKQToAHp_fXPA8gBBuACAKgDAcgDSqoE7wJP0NGo2gLeBnr01ZAOEUn8ODCIPNpFV0ht0_iJEtQ-X_848FvxtZA8f_7qcvg9D-IY-9dpV7i21rhRXizn25QILYqjma-z-ctxMM0JElkqFUjKaVWx-XhBqV-z-Hfh9qOD9UcnfXrPhEc4iKLnhRE3pQyUwIbefWJXR5rrPxu2K-ePfw7DpEhLilA-6nu26vltPlGNYaXrTvYQ3iajKQv1exl_0O4Y8d91vznxNPovILd6E4KGr5ac4L8g3U3R0jVslDjdxHnHLG35URflJO8k6_t5Tqe46fICOmYYfwekjzIWTUly3du2UqvQFD8Gf8fmC9Jo4FMFVLX2ppaCE8QIEzHaV97csedN4VmfN62eKgFL0hpUlQnhSnKxjeaSm3jME-PnH_5AQ7CiEQkImXV5kv0xq-SCCB9T5pvb8tbxcj7RPHLyNHxtiWp9IZuwNqEzti8syO5rAoqdbEAffm-IM72cpvnys3dJ5-gymcHIwAT16tzwxgPgBAGgBjeAB4D5mq8BqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCTXWIk_XSOS2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQC0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoLgTt3YjUSnqFNeIFjvHnqQ&sig=AOD64_2yAbUCQKM0XjAzQAuFNL1GqzDgkg&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=8&adurl=https://searchfavorites.net/index.php%3Frgid%3D136570%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIyuiIupTo8wIVhxoBCh3aSwmTEAEYASAAEgLV9vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6oeYjv93YcrpNoe1BNqXpZgJnui4gmauh9_YlQ7d2R4QASDS7LsNYMn--4mYpKQToAHp_fXPA8gBBuACAKgDAcgDSqoE7wJP0NGo2gLeBnr01ZAOEUn8ODCIPNpFV0ht0_iJEtQ-X_848FvxtZA8f_7qcvg9D-IY-9dpV7i21rhRXizn25QILYqjma-z-ctxMM0JElkqFUjKaVWx-XhBqV-z-Hfh9qOD9UcnfXrPhEc4iKLnhRE3pQyUwIbefWJXR5rrPxu2K-ePfw7DpEhLilA-6nu26vltPlGNYaXrTvYQ3iajKQv1exl_0O4Y8d91vznxNPovILd6E4KGr5ac4L8g3U3R0jVslDjdxHnHLG35URflJO8k6_t5Tqe46fICOmYYfwekjzIWTUly3du2UqvQFD8Gf8fmC9Jo4FMFVLX2ppaCE8QIEzHaV97csedN4VmfN62eKgFL0hpUlQnhSnKxjeaSm3jME-PnH_5AQ7CiEQkImXV5kv0xq-SCCB9T5pvb8tbxcj7RPHLyNHxtiWp9IZuwNqEzti8syO5rAoqdbEAffm-IM72cpvnys3dJ5-gymcHIwAT16tzwxgPgBAGgBjeAB4D5mq8BqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCTXWIk_XSOS2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQC0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoLgTt3YjUSnqFNeIFjvHnqQ&sig=AOD64_2yAbUCQKM0XjAzQAuFNL1GqzDgkg&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=0&adurl=https://searchfavorites.net/index.php%3Frgid%3D136570%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIyuiIupTo8wIVhxoBCh3aSwmTEAEYASAAEgLV9vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6oeYjv93YcrpNoe1BNqXpZgJnui4gmauh9_YlQ7d2R4QASDS7LsNYMn--4mYpKQToAHp_fXPA8gBBuACAKgDAcgDSqoE7wJP0NGo2gLeBnr01ZAOEUn8ODCIPNpFV0ht0_iJEtQ-X_848FvxtZA8f_7qcvg9D-IY-9dpV7i21rhRXizn25QILYqjma-z-ctxMM0JElkqFUjKaVWx-XhBqV-z-Hfh9qOD9UcnfXrPhEc4iKLnhRE3pQyUwIbefWJXR5rrPxu2K-ePfw7DpEhLilA-6nu26vltPlGNYaXrTvYQ3iajKQv1exl_0O4Y8d91vznxNPovILd6E4KGr5ac4L8g3U3R0jVslDjdxHnHLG35URflJO8k6_t5Tqe46fICOmYYfwekjzIWTUly3du2UqvQFD8Gf8fmC9Jo4FMFVLX2ppaCE8QIEzHaV97csedN4VmfN62eKgFL0hpUlQnhSnKxjeaSm3jME-PnH_5AQ7CiEQkImXV5kv0xq-SCCB9T5pvb8tbxcj7RPHLyNHxtiWp9IZuwNqEzti8syO5rAoqdbEAffm-IM72cpvnys3dJ5-gymcHIwAT16tzwxgPgBAGgBjeAB4D5mq8BqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCTXWIk_XSOS2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQC0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoLgTt3YjUSnqFNeIFjvHnqQ&sig=AOD64_2yAbUCQKM0XjAzQAuFNL1GqzDgkg&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=9&adurl=https://searchfavorites.net/index.php%3Frgid%3D136570%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIyuiIupTo8wIVhxoBCh3aSwmTEAEYASAAEgLV9vD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_-rwWFgPZuhVih0ywiHce1qbi94pS7koZJfgj7BPGIcy2ue6Gqkq2LI0BNM80WEAwaJMLpWMbyndqA7CL16tRQbU4_G0kMCsCNhCyqhaR4JyZcPi-fIaJU7TOB5VGdIGzf-N2J3EEhvXv6IovHsUCzHAty15bv4N75hdgEORPIaSsHmfvIWX4L-_i1_ByKaPMVBILRvvlt78GqrROtsdmBpzUirKCMdZyKEXMeYRmzjnpHqlr0NMe9ko5UvEA-E_EcaHHgQc4qJlgQe5dIgz3BLIIEAII,FLuBzEpjI7pPL678TKUlgg&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_-rwWFgPZuhVih0ywiHce1qbi94pS7koZJfgj7BPGIcy2ue6Gqkq2LI0BNM80WEAwaJMLpWMbyndqA7CL16tRQbU4_G0kMCsCNhCyqhaR4JyZcPi-fIaJU7TOB5VGdIGzf-N2J3EEhvXv6IovHsUCzHAty15bv4N75hdgEORPIaSsHmfvIWX4L-_i1_ByKaPMVBILRvvlt78GqrROtsdmBpzUirKCMdZyKEXMeYRmzjnpHqlr0NMe9ko5UvEA-E_EcaHHgQc4qJlgQe5dIgz3BLIIEAII,FLuBzEpjI7pPL678TKUlgg&source=display
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C67KNjv93YdKOCoGuBIfYkUDXi9yCZtT-mP2pDpbopNvXDhABINLsuw1gyf77iZikpBOgAfGquoYDyAEG4AIAqAMByANKqgTuAk_QKP69KUm6kuTbhajhiCkNOFkYx_KeoCi-Tvt6lhpNtd050BeCCiZGK78NIhf4gfgjcz9l1pAqQNXgCF_jt5e3k5niJBvA77FyPjfqq_RUJe_P-hFQXLB40f6p-y5f1ESKfr5szqfiOlnFJnpFSzQKTylhVADhWdcHaTkwUs2cHRyDRwKM2sRMWoJGT9InhYzzqq8-SLErFmi6IMWG4CJ3LwX1OodtdwrtC7HabIxgFXJt6Cq5_Z27ugI7nYL3X-EW8WUUcg4GMc-vr2SbVwZRDC8V0Fcg2PJ_QfOt7rNmuIyWQVmdvh6xl9jm1yTaX0xPqiWUZ3O3r46wCmp6ay-Ed0vG-hVeVNAAS6hLFUvrhh0FYeaIukXmZzNB0XMp3ac3ZviPeuwljgV1y77L6MyzGnnEesbMZrz-9pdUbBvF8Pw4czmy0Du_kKm7RV-uyuaN8nX6t-DXq60S1Rvpya6qylNYBxGP0b_z_5ijv8AEj4S7k9QD4AQBoAY3gAf31MV5qAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCZoB4gqTuja2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRowSRTBxwMrkWQM4RBxbAkdA&sig=AOD64_2eX4HMpy6opiRL2dzjOd7zbA8zHQ&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=19&adurl=https://www.arthrozene.com/sitting.php%3Ftid%3Dgoogle_14403305970_125668606479_554519709298_www.stevenspointjournal.com%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI0o3cuZTo8wIVARcBCh0HbAQIEAEYASAAEgL7qvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C67KNjv93YdKOCoGuBIfYkUDXi9yCZtT-mP2pDpbopNvXDhABINLsuw1gyf77iZikpBOgAfGquoYDyAEG4AIAqAMByANKqgTuAk_QKP69KUm6kuTbhajhiCkNOFkYx_KeoCi-Tvt6lhpNtd050BeCCiZGK78NIhf4gfgjcz9l1pAqQNXgCF_jt5e3k5niJBvA77FyPjfqq_RUJe_P-hFQXLB40f6p-y5f1ESKfr5szqfiOlnFJnpFSzQKTylhVADhWdcHaTkwUs2cHRyDRwKM2sRMWoJGT9InhYzzqq8-SLErFmi6IMWG4CJ3LwX1OodtdwrtC7HabIxgFXJt6Cq5_Z27ugI7nYL3X-EW8WUUcg4GMc-vr2SbVwZRDC8V0Fcg2PJ_QfOt7rNmuIyWQVmdvh6xl9jm1yTaX0xPqiWUZ3O3r46wCmp6ay-Ed0vG-hVeVNAAS6hLFUvrhh0FYeaIukXmZzNB0XMp3ac3ZviPeuwljgV1y77L6MyzGnnEesbMZrz-9pdUbBvF8Pw4czmy0Du_kKm7RV-uyuaN8nX6t-DXq60S1Rvpya6qylNYBxGP0b_z_5ijv8AEj4S7k9QD4AQBoAY3gAf31MV5qAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCZoB4gqTuja2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRowSRTBxwMrkWQM4RBxbAkdA&sig=AOD64_2eX4HMpy6opiRL2dzjOd7zbA8zHQ&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=1&adurl=https://www.arthrozene.com/sitting.php%3Ftid%3Dgoogle_14403305970_125668606479_554519709298_www.stevenspointjournal.com%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI0o3cuZTo8wIVARcBCh0HbAQIEAEYASAAEgL7qvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C67KNjv93YdKOCoGuBIfYkUDXi9yCZtT-mP2pDpbopNvXDhABINLsuw1gyf77iZikpBOgAfGquoYDyAEG4AIAqAMByANKqgTuAk_QKP69KUm6kuTbhajhiCkNOFkYx_KeoCi-Tvt6lhpNtd050BeCCiZGK78NIhf4gfgjcz9l1pAqQNXgCF_jt5e3k5niJBvA77FyPjfqq_RUJe_P-hFQXLB40f6p-y5f1ESKfr5szqfiOlnFJnpFSzQKTylhVADhWdcHaTkwUs2cHRyDRwKM2sRMWoJGT9InhYzzqq8-SLErFmi6IMWG4CJ3LwX1OodtdwrtC7HabIxgFXJt6Cq5_Z27ugI7nYL3X-EW8WUUcg4GMc-vr2SbVwZRDC8V0Fcg2PJ_QfOt7rNmuIyWQVmdvh6xl9jm1yTaX0xPqiWUZ3O3r46wCmp6ay-Ed0vG-hVeVNAAS6hLFUvrhh0FYeaIukXmZzNB0XMp3ac3ZviPeuwljgV1y77L6MyzGnnEesbMZrz-9pdUbBvF8Pw4czmy0Du_kKm7RV-uyuaN8nX6t-DXq60S1Rvpya6qylNYBxGP0b_z_5ijv8AEj4S7k9QD4AQBoAY3gAf31MV5qAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCZoB4gqTuja2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRowSRTBxwMrkWQM4RBxbAkdA&sig=AOD64_2eX4HMpy6opiRL2dzjOd7zbA8zHQ&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=8&adurl=https://www.arthrozene.com/sitting.php%3Ftid%3Dgoogle_14403305970_125668606479_554519709298_www.stevenspointjournal.com%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI0o3cuZTo8wIVARcBCh0HbAQIEAEYASAAEgL7qvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C67KNjv93YdKOCoGuBIfYkUDXi9yCZtT-mP2pDpbopNvXDhABINLsuw1gyf77iZikpBOgAfGquoYDyAEG4AIAqAMByANKqgTuAk_QKP69KUm6kuTbhajhiCkNOFkYx_KeoCi-Tvt6lhpNtd050BeCCiZGK78NIhf4gfgjcz9l1pAqQNXgCF_jt5e3k5niJBvA77FyPjfqq_RUJe_P-hFQXLB40f6p-y5f1ESKfr5szqfiOlnFJnpFSzQKTylhVADhWdcHaTkwUs2cHRyDRwKM2sRMWoJGT9InhYzzqq8-SLErFmi6IMWG4CJ3LwX1OodtdwrtC7HabIxgFXJt6Cq5_Z27ugI7nYL3X-EW8WUUcg4GMc-vr2SbVwZRDC8V0Fcg2PJ_QfOt7rNmuIyWQVmdvh6xl9jm1yTaX0xPqiWUZ3O3r46wCmp6ay-Ed0vG-hVeVNAAS6hLFUvrhh0FYeaIukXmZzNB0XMp3ac3ZviPeuwljgV1y77L6MyzGnnEesbMZrz-9pdUbBvF8Pw4czmy0Du_kKm7RV-uyuaN8nX6t-DXq60S1Rvpya6qylNYBxGP0b_z_5ijv8AEj4S7k9QD4AQBoAY3gAf31MV5qAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCZoB4gqTuja2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRowSRTBxwMrkWQM4RBxbAkdA&sig=AOD64_2eX4HMpy6opiRL2dzjOd7zbA8zHQ&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=0&adurl=https://www.arthrozene.com/sitting.php%3Ftid%3Dgoogle_14403305970_125668606479_554519709298_www.stevenspointjournal.com%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI0o3cuZTo8wIVARcBCh0HbAQIEAEYASAAEgL7qvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C67KNjv93YdKOCoGuBIfYkUDXi9yCZtT-mP2pDpbopNvXDhABINLsuw1gyf77iZikpBOgAfGquoYDyAEG4AIAqAMByANKqgTuAk_QKP69KUm6kuTbhajhiCkNOFkYx_KeoCi-Tvt6lhpNtd050BeCCiZGK78NIhf4gfgjcz9l1pAqQNXgCF_jt5e3k5niJBvA77FyPjfqq_RUJe_P-hFQXLB40f6p-y5f1ESKfr5szqfiOlnFJnpFSzQKTylhVADhWdcHaTkwUs2cHRyDRwKM2sRMWoJGT9InhYzzqq8-SLErFmi6IMWG4CJ3LwX1OodtdwrtC7HabIxgFXJt6Cq5_Z27ugI7nYL3X-EW8WUUcg4GMc-vr2SbVwZRDC8V0Fcg2PJ_QfOt7rNmuIyWQVmdvh6xl9jm1yTaX0xPqiWUZ3O3r46wCmp6ay-Ed0vG-hVeVNAAS6hLFUvrhh0FYeaIukXmZzNB0XMp3ac3ZviPeuwljgV1y77L6MyzGnnEesbMZrz-9pdUbBvF8Pw4czmy0Du_kKm7RV-uyuaN8nX6t-DXq60S1Rvpya6qylNYBxGP0b_z_5ijv8AEj4S7k9QD4AQBoAY3gAf31MV5qAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCZoB4gqTuja2gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRowSRTBxwMrkWQM4RBxbAkdA&sig=AOD64_2eX4HMpy6opiRL2dzjOd7zbA8zHQ&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=9&adurl=https://www.arthrozene.com/sitting.php%3Ftid%3Dgoogle_14403305970_125668606479_554519709298_www.stevenspointjournal.com%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI0o3cuZTo8wIVARcBCh0HbAQIEAEYASAAEgL7qvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAY2W1tbW251bGwsWzJdLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLFtbIkZpc2ljbyBJbmMiLCJVUyIsMSxudWxsLDFdXV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8_-Quc8DSp1utWH_whonbrfcfb0NnGvzqlBFkRQffpvb7ndtHVdFDB16oyspoWoT0oIq0X8WdZbgGdQ7lG-6h6z5wzQxi0mU7K6tP10RsxjtP27Thd-4QIqnUmx_AgBeeJ4AWVf6P6AAiqsOAFKcjlm6Go7t3mkp7dFEs6t6xVyhdpJEbgtN0E9fS2ZgZwEGQ2f5lawdojJpQ6HgZhY4om35fDSuDMgTktrC825jb5OYhDn2YcSAW6UR-_ZJupPpU0-bREWonaMOMAPIE6AKegqfxtgB7oZQ3IEKn4Y30Vuth3nkPEW9exktIFstnSE4LSkDqBmH3z8ugGy3c0cia-g,goxB6vUcfwz0MpZbVLKUxA&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAY2W1tbW251bGwsWzJdLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLFtbIkZpc2ljbyBJbmMiLCJVUyIsMSxudWxsLDFdXV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8_-Quc8DSp1utWH_whonbrfcfb0NnGvzqlBFkRQffpvb7ndtHVdFDB16oyspoWoT0oIq0X8WdZbgGdQ7lG-6h6z5wzQxi0mU7K6tP10RsxjtP27Thd-4QIqnUmx_AgBeeJ4AWVf6P6AAiqsOAFKcjlm6Go7t3mkp7dFEs6t6xVyhdpJEbgtN0E9fS2ZgZwEGQ2f5lawdojJpQ6HgZhY4om35fDSuDMgTktrC825jb5OYhDn2YcSAW6UR-_ZJupPpU0-bREWonaMOMAPIE6AKegqfxtgB7oZQ3IEKn4Y30Vuth3nkPEW9exktIFstnSE4LSkDqBmH3z8ugGy3c0cia-g,goxB6vUcfwz0MpZbVLKUxA&source=display


10/26/21, 8:16 AM Stevens Point murals: Public art celebrates women, amplifies voices

https://amp.stevenspointjournal.com/amp/5900909001 9/16

The mural reads, "When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful.” 

Malala's famous words are painted inside the shape of a bird, which LaBonte said she chose

to represent a sense of freedom.

A mural by Erin LaBonte is seen on Monday, October 18, 2021, at Falcon One Stop in Amherst, Wis. The
mural features a quote from Pakistani activist Malala Yousafzai. Tork Mason/USA TODAY NETWORK-
Wisconsin
TORK MASON, USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Public art teaches, and supports local business
A lone biker riding the Westside Loop of the Green Circle Trail stopped on a warm fall Friday

to take a photo of his bike with the mural that is tucked away under a bridge along Portage

County HH.

"I had to get a picture of this," he said.

Kristin Thielking, 52, and Keven Brunett, 54, along with their 15-year-old daughter, Rowen,

are the painters behind the mural of Cuban-American-French writer Anais Nin. The artists

https://greencircletrail.org/wp-content/uploads/GCT-map/Green_Circle_Map.pdf
https://thielkingbrunett.wordpress.com/
https://thielkingbrunett.wordpress.com/
https://theanaisninfoundation.org/bio
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said a lot of people stopped to admire the mural while they were painting it.

Nin's words — "I must be a mermaid, I have no fear of depth and great fear of shallow living"

— are painted among images of �oating dandelion seeds that cascade across the mural, the

underside of the bridge and the surrounding rocks. Appropriately, the image of the mural

re�ects perfectly in the water below.

Brunett said public art like their mural reaches a di�erent type of audience, almost by

accident. Thielking added that coming across a mural, especially one that's more hidden, is

memorable and can cause people to think more about the ideas being presented.
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A mural of Cuban-American-French writer Anais Nin painted by Kristin Thielking, Keven Brunett and
their 15-year-old daughter Rowen. The mural is located along the Green Circle Trail under the County
HH Bridge in Stevens Point.
MELISSA SIEGLER/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

That notion is something the artists incorporated into their mural of Nin. 

"You never know how far a word or an idea is going to go once it’s put out into the world,"

Thielking said. "These particular dandelion seeds, they go far. They just go, and so we

thought that was a really good, kind of, connection or metaphor for what Anais did with her

writing."

LaBonte, too, said people who came across her mural were immediately interested in learning

about Malala.

"When we were painting it, there were people Googling Malala on their phones and there

were conversations about her while we were there," LaBonte said.

Fritsch said she also had people come up to her and express emotion over the mural and how

much Ginsburg means to them. She said community members' reactions drove her to learn

more about the late Supreme Court justice so she could engage more in conversations.

"When people bring their young kids and are teaching them, that's what gets me," Fritsch

said.

Prairiebrooke Arts OPEN
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The Ginsburg mural has become a must-see in downtown Stevens Point and an opportunity

for everybody to learn more about in�uential women. Fritsch created a website for the

mural, which people can visit to see photos and information about the 101 women whose

names are featured on the mural. People who visit the website also can buy merchandise

featuring images of the mural.

Aside from the beauti�cation and the political and social awareness the murals create, they

can also have an economic impact. The murals are believed to have drawn more people into

nearby stores and restaurants.

"People who have never spent time in some of the rural communities are going there and

seeing those (murals)," Wright said. "Typically, when they are there, they are going to get a

beer at MC Z's (in Rosholt) or stop for a pizza night at Adelante (in Almond)."

People can look forward to more public art in the future.

CREATE members have committed to another round of murals next year. They're still

�nalizing a theme and plan to put out another call for artists soon.

"One of the things that I love about public art is that it is seen by everybody," Wright

said. "You don’t have to feel comfortable walking into an art space. You see it every day on

your way to work. It's truly owned by the people."

https://trailblazermural.com/
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A mural by IT-RA Icons is seen on Monday, October 18, 2021, at Adelante Café in Almond, Wis. Tork
Mason/USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin
TORK MASON, USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Contact USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin reporter Melissa Siegler at

msiegler@gannett.com. Follow her on Twitter at @Marie2Melissa.

MORE: Stevens Point artist Stephon Kiba Freeman completes his largest work yet, an

ode to reading

MORE: Mark Scotch, a Plover ultracyclist who donated a kidney to save a stranger, is a

�nalist for national Humankind award

https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/news/2021/07/12/stevens-point-spray-paint-artist-stephon-kiba-freeman-creates-worzalla-publishing-mural/7777982002/
https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/news/health/2021/10/05/kidney-donor-mark-scotch-plover-finalist-humankind-award/5988833001/
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